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DETAILED ACTION 



1 . Applicant's argument for reconsideration of the finality of the rejection of the last 
Office action is persuasive and, therefore, the finality of that action is withdrawn. 
The claims have been examined based on the newfound references. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 

form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed In the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 



3. Claims 1-6 and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Yanagawa et al (6.745,252). 

Regarding claims 1 , Yanagawa discloses a recording and/or reproduction 
apparatus (VTR ) (Figs. 4,5,16) for recording and/or reproducing data onto and/or from 
a storage medium, comprising: 
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recording and/or reproduction means for recording and/or reproducing data onto 
and/or from the storage medium (column 1 1 , line 56 1 column 12, line 35) ; 

communication means ( 4,20) for communicating with an external apparatus 
(media controller) (column 2, lines 20-40, column 6, lines 36-55) ; 

storage means for storing operation screen information corresponding to said 
recording and/or reproduction means (column 37 lines 30-68,m Fig.5). 

producing means for producing an operation screen (columns 31, lines 1-45, 
Fig. 16); 

transmission control means for controlling said communication means to transmit 
the operation screen information to the external apparatus (column 49, lines 40 to 
column 50, line 37); and 

control means operable when said communication means receives operation 
information to the operation screen information displayed on the external apparatus for 
controlling said recording and/or reproduction means in accordance with the operation 
information (columns 31, lines 1-45, Fig. 16). 

Method claim 26 corresponds to apparatus claim 1 . Therefore, method claim 26 
is rejected by the same reason as applied t apparatus claim 1 . 

Regarding claim 2, Yanagawa teaches the recording and/or reproduction 
apparatus according to claim 1 , wherein said communication means is capable of 
communicating with the external apparatus through a network using a predetermined 
communicating with the external apparatus through a network using a predetermined 
communication protocol (column 6, lines 3-14). 
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Regarding claim 3, Yanagawa teaches the recording and/or reproduction 
apparatus according to claim 2, wherein said communication means is capable of 
communicating with the external apparatus through the network using the internal 
protocol (column 8, lines 15-22). 

Regarding claim 4, Yanagawa teaches the recording and/or reproduction 
apparatus according to claim 3, wherein said communication means is capable of 
communicating with a personal computer through the network using the internet 
protocol (column 6, lines 20-30). 

Regarding claim 5, Yanagawa teaches the recording and/or reproduction 
apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said storage means stores graphical user 
interface information to be used to remotely control said recording and/or reproduction 
means from the external apparatus (Figs. 5, 16). 

Regarding claim 6, Yanagawa teaches the recording and/or reproduction 
apparatus according to claim 5, wherein said storage means stores the graphical user 
interface information at least of a reproduction instruction button, a recording instruction 
button and a reproduction stop button (Fig. 16). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
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invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

This application currently nannes joint inventors. In considering patentability of 

the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 

the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 

were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 

under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 

not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 

consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or(g) 

prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

5. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Yanagawa et al in view of Humpleman (6,288,716). 

Regarding claim 7 , Yanagawa fails to teach that the graphic interface is 
described in html format . Humpleman teaches a system for controlling devices, 
using graphic user interface described in a HTML format (column 6 lines 10-45, 
column 8, lines 9-42). It would have bee obvious to o of ordinary skill in the art to 
modify Yanagawa with Humpleman by using a format means as taught by 
Humpleman with the apparatus of Yanagawa for described the graphic user interface 
In a HTML format thereby enhancing the function of the graphic user interface when 
the external apparatus is a computer used for controlling the recording/ reproducing 
apparatus . 

6. Claims 8 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Yanagawa et al in view of Takahashi et al (5,887,193). 
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Regarding claims 8 and 9, Yanagawa fails to teaches a image pick up means 
for receiving image and sound data from an image pickup means and a microphone. 

Takahashi teaches a camera (2) having a image pickup means and a recording 
/reproducing apparatus ( camera media device 2) .used as an alternative image 
source, receiving image and sound data from an image pickup means and a 
microphone , recording the image and sound on a medium (column 7, lines 55-68). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art t modify Yanagawa 
with Takahashi by using the camera of Takahashi as an alternative Image source for 
the apparatus of Yanagawa thereby enhancing the capacity of the apparatus of 
Yanagawa for receiving an additional image source 

7. Claims 10-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Yanagawa et a! in view of Takahashi et al as applied to claims 9 above , further in view 
of Shigenobu (JP10075424A). 

Regarding claims 10 and 1 1 , Takahashi fails to teach that the recording and/or 
reproduction means compresses the image data in accordance with the MPEG system 
and compresses the sound data in accordance with the ATRAC system. 

Shigenobu teaches an recording/ reproducing apparatus using a image 
pickup means and a microphone for generating image and sound and a compressing 
mean for compressing image in accordance with a MPEG system and sound 
accordance with an ATRAC system . It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art to modify Takahashi with Shigenobu by using a compressing means as 
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taught by Shigenobu with the recording/ reproducing apparatus of Yanagawa for 
compressing the image in accordance with MPEG and sound in accordance with 
ATRAC systems . 

It would have been obvious to on of ordinary sill in the art to modify Yanagawa 
with Shigenobu by using a recording/ reproducing apparatus of Shigenobu as an 
alternative to the recording/ reproducing means of Takahashi for recording the 
compressed the image and sound thereby reduce the size of the medium. 

Regarding claim 12, Yanagawa further teaches display means for displaying 
image data reproduced from the storage medium by said recording and/or reproduction 
means (Fig. 16). 

8. Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Yanagawa et al in view of Nonaka (EP 0955635A). 

Regarding claim 13, Yanagawa fails to teaches that wherein said recording 
and/or reproduction means records and/or reproduces data onto and/or from an optical 
disk on which first tracks formed from a wobbled track which is wobbled on the opposite 
side faces thereof and a non-wobbled track which is not wobbled on the opposite side 
faces thereof are formed from ones of lands and grooves and information is recorded on 
second tracks formed from the others of the lands and the grooves positioned between 
the wobbled track and the non-wobbled track. 

Nonaka teaches a recording/ reproducing apparatus for recording information 
on the land positioned between wobbled track and non -wobbled tracks (Fig. 1) . It 
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would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Yanagawa with 
Nonaka by using a recording/ reproducing mans as taught by Nonaka for recording 
the information between Wobbled track and non wobbled track order to efficiently use 
space on disk to record the information . 

9. Claim 14 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Yanagawa et al in view of Maeda et al (5,559,780) . 

Yanagawa fails to teach updating the program stored in the medium . Maeda 
teaches a recording apparatus having control means for updating the program stored 
in the medium (column 7, lines 60 to column 8, line 50). It would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Yanagawa with Maeda by using a control 
means as taught by Yanagawa with the apparatus of Yanagawa for updating the 
stored program thereby enhancing the apparatus of Takahashi . 

10. Claims 16 and 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Yanagawa in view of Kori et al (EP 0716545). 

Regarding claim 1 6, Yanagawa discloses a recording and/or reproduction 
apparatus (VTR or DVD) (Figs. 4-5,16) for recording and/or reproducing data onto 
and/or from a storage medium, comprising: 

recording and/or reproduction means (VTR camera or DVD) for recording and/or 
reproducing data onto and/or from the storage medium (column 1 1 , lines 56 to column 
12, line 35); 
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communication means for communicating with an external apparatus (media 
controller) (column 1, lines 20-40, column 1, lines 20-40, column 17 lines 35-50); 

transmission control means for controlling said communication means to transmit 
the operation screen information and data to the external apparatus (Figs. 4-5 and 16); 
and 

control means operable when said communication means receives operation 
information to the operation screen information displayed on the external apparatus for 
controlling said recording and/or reproduction means in accordance with the operation 
information ( column 31). 

Yanagawa fails to teach means for discriminating a type of the external 
apparatus and means for changing a format of the read out databases in the 
discriminating result. 

Kori teaches an apparatus having a control means for detecting a type of a 
display apparatus and means for converting the image stored in a medium to a 
format can be displayed by the display apparatus (column 5, lines 20-35). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify 
Yanagawa with Kori by providing the apparatus of Yanagawa with control means as 
taught by Kori for detecting the type of the external apparatus and for changing the 
format of the data read from the apparatus thereby enhancing the function of the 
apparatus of Yanagawa to change the format of the data when needed . 

Method claim 27 corresponds to apparatus claim 16. Therefore method claim 27 
is rejected by the same reason as applied to apparatus claim 16. 
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1 1 . Claims 20-21 and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable 
over Yanagawa et al in view of Kori etal as applied to claim 16 above, further in view 
of Takahashi et a! . 

Regarding claims 20-21 , Yanagawa fails to teaches a image pick up means for 
receiving image and sound data from an image pickup means and a microphone. 

Takahashi teaches a camera (2) having a image pickup means and a recording 
/reproducing apparatus ( camera media device 2) ,used as an alternative image 
source, receiving image and sound data from an image pickup means and a 
microphone , recording the image and sound on a medium (column 7, lines 55-68). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art t modify Yanagawa 
with Takahashi by using the camera of Takahashi as an alternative image source for 
the apparatus of Yanagawa thereby enhancing the capacity of the apparatus of 
Yanagawa for receiving an additional image source. 

Regarding claim 24, Yanagawa further teaches display means for displaying 
image data reproduced from the storage medium by said recording and/or reproduction 
means (Fig. 16). 

12. Claims 22 and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Yanagawa et a in view of Kori et al as applied to claim 1 6 above, further in view 
of Shigenobu (JP1007542A). 
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Regarding claims 22 and 23, Yanagawa fails to teaches that the recording 
and/or reproduction means compresses the image data in accordance with the IVIPEG 
system and compresses the sound data in accordance with the ATRAC system. 

Shigenobu teaches an recording/ reproducing apparatus using an image 
pickup means and a microphone for generating image and sound and a compressing 
mean for compressing image in accordance with a MPEG system and sound 
accordance with an ATRAC system . It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art to modify Yanagawa with Shigenobu by using well known means for 
compressing the image in accordance with MPEG and sound in accordance with 
ATRAC systems as taught by Shigenobu with the apparatus of Yanagawa for 
compressing the image data and sound thereby reducing the size of the medium . 

13. Claim 25 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Yanagawa et al in view of Kori et al as applied to claim 1 6 above, further in view of 
Nonaka (EP0955635A1 ). 

Regarding claim 25, Yanagawa fails to teaches that wherein said recording 
and/or reproduction means records and/or reproduces data onto and/or from an optical 
disk on which first tracks formed from a wobbled track which is wobbled on the opposite 
side faces thereof and a non-wobbled track which is not wobbled on the opposite side 
faces thereof are formed from ones of lands and grooves and information is recorded on 
second tracks formed from the others of the lands and the grooves positioned between 
the wobbled track and the non-wobbled track. 
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Nonaka (EP0955635A1 ) teaches a recording/ reproducing apparatus for 
recording information on the land positioned between wobbled track and non - 
wobbled tracks (Fig. 1) . It would have been obvious to one o ordinary skill in the art to 
modify Yanagawa with Nonaka y using a recording/ reproducing means as taught by 
Nonaka for recording the information between Wobbled track and non wobbled track 
as an alternative to the recording method of Yanagawa . 

14. Claim 17 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Yanagawa et al in view of Kori et a! and Kimura (JP 1 0-1 87380 A) 

Regarding claim 17, Yanagawa as modified with Kori fails to specifically wherein 
said discrimination means extracts an identifier representative of a type of the external 
apparatus from the transmission request information and discriminates the type of the 
external apparatus based on the extracted identifier. 

Kimura discloses an apparatus (computer) having a communicating means 
for communication means with an external apparatus (printer) and for receiving 
requited from the external apparatus and extracting the identifier of the external 
apparatus an d setting processing model for the external apparatus . 

It would have been obvious to of ordinary skill in the art to modify Yanagawa as 
modified with Kori with Kimura by providing the external apparatus with a identifier 
and transferring the identifier together with the request to the recording apparatus 
thereby accurately changing the format of data from the storage medium 
corresponding to the external apparatus . 



Application/Control Number: 09/722,165 Page 13 

Art Unit: 2616 

Regarding claim 19, Yanagawa as modified with Kori furtlier teaches when said 
discrimination means discriminates that the external apparatus is another recording 
and/or reproduction apparatus of the same type as that of said recording and/or 
reproduction apparatus, said transmission control means controls said communication 
means to transmit image data read out from the storage medium to external apparatus 
(See Kori , column 12, lines 6-15). 

15. Claim 18 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Yanagawa et a! in view of Kori et a! and Kimura as applied to claim 17 above, further in 
view of Humpleman (6,288,716). 

Regarding claim 18 , Yanagawa fails to teach that the graphic interface is 
described in html format . However, it is noted that using storage means for storing 
graphic use interface data described in html format for a computer is well known in 
the art . 

Humpleman teaches a system for controlling devices using graphic user 
interface described in a HTML format for a computer (column 6 lines 10- 45, column 
8, lines 9-42). 

It would have bee obvious to o of ordinary skill in the art to modify Yanagawa as 
modified with Kori and Kimura with Humpleman by using a format means as taught 
by Humpleman with the apparatus of Yanagawa for described the graphic user 
interface in a HTML format when discriminating that the external apparatus is a 
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computer thereby enhancing the function of apparatus of Yanagawa to properly 
transmit the data corresponding to the type of external apparatus . 

1 6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to HUY T. NGUYEN whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7378. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30AM -6:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Groody can be reached on (571) 272-7950. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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